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The Tolerance and Diversity Institute (TDI) continues to monitor the environment regarding freedom of 

religion or belief, equality, and secularity. This includes monitoring statements and activities by political 

parties, politicians, public figures, and clergy.   

 

The present report covers April 2025 

 

You can also access the 2024-2025 reports on monitoring the pre-election and post-election environments 

regarding freedom of religion or belief, equality, and secularity:   

 

Pre-election period (2024) 

 

August 25 to September 25   

September 25 to October 25   

 

Post-election period (2024) 

 

October 26 to November 26, 2024  

November 26 to December 26, 2024 

 

2025 

 

December 26, 2024- January 31 

February  

March 
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https://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/preelection_monitoring_forb_25aug-25september.pdf
https://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/preelection_monitoring_forb_equality_and_secularism_25_sept-25_oct_2024.pdf
https://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/post-election_environment_forb_equality_and_secularity_26_oct_26_nov_2024_4.pdf
https://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/post-election_environment_freedom_of_religion_or_belief_equality_and_secularity_november_26_-_december_26_2024.pdf
https://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/tdi_monitoring_report_forb_equality_and_seculairty_26.12.2024_31.01.2025.pdf
https://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/tdi_monitoring_report_forb_equality_and_secularity_02_2025.pdf
https://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/eng_report_forb_securaliry_and_equality_march_2025.pdf
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Main Trends 

During the reporting period, Georgian Dream continued to manipulate pseudo-religious narratives 

and positioned itself as the political actor defending Christianity and traditions. In this context, 

opponents, human rights defenders, media, and civil activists were labeled as "anti-national," 

"anti-Church," "rootless," and "liberal fascists." 

The main topics around which Georgian Dream built its anti-Western propaganda included the 

commemoration of April 9, the potential threat of EU visa liberalization being revoked, and the 

funding of non-governmental organizations by international institutions and donors. During the 

same period, Georgian Dream passed unconstitutional and undemocratic amendments to 

Georgia’s Law on Grants under an expedited procedure. These amendments prohibited the 

issuance of foreign donor grants to NGOs and media outlets without the government’s approval.  

The anti-Western narrative intensified further during the reporting period, suggesting that a "global 

ideology," "foreign force," "global war party," "Deep State," and "liberal fascism" were fighting 

against Georgia’s sovereignty, Orthodox Christianity, and family values. These terms referred to 

the European Union and Western states that criticize the Georgian Dream government for 

systematic and severe human rights violations. 

For instance, Georgian Dream officials and its parliamentary satellites made statements claiming 

that "the foreign mentality, deceptively and insidiously disguised in sheep’s clothing, has today 

decided to change the flag of faith" and that "Georgia’s sovereignty is being attacked by the EU 

bureaucracy through disinformation and the abolition of traditions." 

Alongside anti-Western messaging, Georgian Dream also continued its efforts to downplay 

Kremlin aggression and occupation, and to rewrite history.  For example, the Soviet troops 

responsible for the atrocities of April 9, 1989, were not mentioned in the public statements of GD 

senior officials, and the violent crackdown by the Soviet occupation regime on peaceful 

demonstrators—an event that claimed the lives of 21 people and injured hundreds—was 

described merely as an act committed by a "foreign power." 

A positive trend persisted during the reporting period. Some clergy of the Georgian Orthodox 

Church continued to openly criticize Georgian Dream’s anti-European course and propagandistic 

statements, including attempts to rewrite history and downplay Kremlin aggression. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://civil.ge/archives/676191
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1. Georgian Dream’s Political Manipulation Through Religion 

and Identity 

During the reporting period, Georgian Dream continued to manipulate pseudo-religious narratives 

and present itself as the political force defending Christianity and traditions. According to the 

party’s rhetoric, "foreign forces," the "global war party," the "deep state," and "liberal fascism" 

oppose Christianity and national traditions in Georgia and impose "anti-Christian" and "anti-

national" policies on society. Georgian Dream leaders have also equated the West and the 

European Union with the Soviet Union, portraying Georgia in an isolated context where national 

interests allegedly conflict with those of its partner countries. 

Key themes in Georgian Dream’s anti-Western propaganda during the reporting period included 

the commemoration of April 91, the potential threat of the suspension of EU visa liberalization, 

and the funding of NGOs by international organizations and donors. 

Georgian Dream also continued efforts to downplay Kremlin aggression and occupation, and to 

rewrite history. For example, in official statements commemorating April 9, the most striking 

omission was that Georgian Dream senior officials did not mention the Soviet troops responsible 

for the crimes of April 9, 1989. Instead, the bloody crackdown on peaceful demonstrators by the 

Soviet occupation regime, which cost 21 lives and poisoned thousands, was described simply as 

an act committed by a "foreign power," and the people merely tragically passed away on 9 

April.  

During the same period, Georgian Dream passed unconstitutional and undemocratic 

amendments to Georgia’s Law on Grants under an expedited procedure. The amendments 

prohibit the issuance of grants to NGOs and media without the approval of the Georgian Dream 

government. These legislative changes are part of a broader package of laws targeting NGOs 

and critical media, aimed at severely restricting independent and critical civic organizations and 

society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Twenty-one people were killed and hundreds more injured on 9 April 1989, after Soviet troops moved in on a peaceful 

independence demonstration at what is now the Georgian parliament, beating people with shovels and releasing an 
unknown toxic gas in an effort to disperse the protesters.Notably, the Soviet propaganda press at the time blamed the 
demonstrators themselves for the massacare and labeled the peaceful protesters as “radicals.” Two years later, on 9 
April 1991, the Supreme Council of the Georgian SSR announced the restoration of Georgia’s independence. 

 

https://oc-media.org/georgian-dream-officials-compare-its-critics-to-soviet-troops-on-9-april-massacre-anniversary/
https://oc-media.org/georgian-dream-officials-compare-its-critics-to-soviet-troops-on-9-april-massacre-anniversary/
https://oc-media.org/georgian-dream-officials-compare-its-critics-to-soviet-troops-on-9-april-massacre-anniversary/
https://oc-media.org/georgian-dream-officials-compare-its-critics-to-soviet-troops-on-9-april-massacre-anniversary/
https://civil.ge/archives/676191
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1.1 Georgian Dream’s Pseudo-Religious Narrative Around "Defending Christianity" 

Georgian Dream continues to exploit pseudo-religious narratives, positioning itself as a political 

force defending faith, the Church, “traditional values,” and the sovereignty of the state, while 

simultaneously adopting repressive, anti-democratic laws to punish opponents and violently 

suppressing peaceful protests using unlawful methods. In this narrative, Georgian Dream stands 

on one side as the defender of faith and national identity, while on the other side are its opponents: 

NGOs, critical media, and the political opposition, who are portrayed as enemies of Georgian 

traditions, religion, the Patriarchate, the Patriarch, and national values. Integration into Western 

structures is framed as a threat to nationality, identity, and sovereignty. 

Political Council of Georgian Dream, April 21:  

                                                                                                                                                           

“We hope that by now the current bureaucracy in Brussels will be replaced by a 

worthy, independent political elite focused on the future of the European Union and 

Europe. Georgia today is more independent and sovereign than ever. No one can 

dictate or force the government to take steps that go against the interests of our 

country. The Georgian Dream government acts based on Georgia’s national interests 

and will never make compromises at its expense. It will continue to unwaveringly 

defend the homeland, the Church, and national values.” 

Mamuka Mdinaradze, leader of the Georgian Dream parliamentary majority and 

chair of the Georgian Dream faction, April 2: 

 

 “The main idea is greater independence for the country so that we can save 

ourselves […] Most importantly, we must preserve our identity and culture, and make 

sure there is no threat to our homeland, language, or faith. We must develop, honor 

the past, and take dignified care of the future.” 

Levan Machavariani, Georgian Dream MP, April 15: 

 

 “[Young people,] when you go to the polls, consider carefully what consequences 

your vote will have. Vote for the independence, sovereignty, and peace of the 

country! Vote to strengthen our identity! Vote for the homeland, language, and faith.” 

Levan Machavariani, Georgian Dream MP, April 28: 

  

“We proceed from the national interests of our country, we defend peace and stability 

[…] In all likelihood, in five years we will rank among high-income countries. This is 

how we are progressing. And on the other side, gathered together are Nino Lomjaria, 

Captain Giga Bokeria, Baia Pataraia, and Ana Subeliani—people known for insulting 

https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/382542/qartuli-otsnebis-politsabcho-2012-tslis-21-aprils-bidzina-ivanishvilma-sheqmna-politikuri-gaertianeba-da-umdzimes-periodshi-sakutari-da-ojakhis-sitsotskhlis-riskis-pasad-gadamtskveti-brdzola-gamoutskhada-siskhlian-diqtaturas
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/382542/qartuli-otsnebis-politsabcho-2012-tslis-21-aprils-bidzina-ivanishvilma-sheqmna-politikuri-gaertianeba-da-umdzimes-periodshi-sakutari-da-ojakhis-sitsotskhlis-riskis-pasad-gadamtskveti-brdzola-gamoutskhada-siskhlian-diqtaturas
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/382542/qartuli-otsnebis-politsabcho-2012-tslis-21-aprils-bidzina-ivanishvilma-sheqmna-politikuri-gaertianeba-da-umdzimes-periodshi-sakutari-da-ojakhis-sitsotskhlis-riskis-pasad-gadamtskveti-brdzola-gamoutskhada-siskhlian-diqtaturas
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/380015/mamuka-mdinaradze-chveni-mtavari-idea-aris-qveknis-meti-damoukidebloba-imisatvis-rom-tavits-gadavirchinot-ekonomikats-ganvavitarot-uketesad-itskhovros-chvenma-moqalaqem-da-evropashi-kvlav-pirvelebi-vikot-ekonomikuri-zrdis-machveneblit
https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/835768-levan-machavariani-arc-kohabitacia-gvindoda-arc-lomjarias-danishvna-da-zurabishvilis-gaprezidenteba-arc-giorgi-gaxarias-gapremiereba-ubralod-magdeni-politikuri-jani-ar-gvkonda-sazogadoeba-chvens-mdgomareobashi-unda-shevides
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/383421/levan-machavariani-chvens-partniorebs-koveltvis-shevekitkhebit-rchevas-matganats-movisment-magram-tu-raime-etsinaagmdegeba-chvens-erovnul-interesebs-arapers-ar-gavitvalistsinebt-da-mivkvebit-im-gzas-ra-gzitats-qartuli-otsneba-dadis
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the Patriarch, yet who then appear with candles on Easter, pretending to chant 

hymns, and so on.” 

 

 

 

1.2 Georgian Dream’s Anti-Western Propaganda   

One of Georgian Dream’s main narratives is that a “global ideology” is attacking Georgia’s 

sovereignty, Orthodoxy, and family values. To fuel this propaganda, the party repeatedly uses 

terms such as “foreign power,” “global war party,” “deep state,” “liberal fascism,” and “globalist 

ideology.” This narrative is rooted in conspiracy theories, based on the Russian paradigm of an 

anti-liberal, anti-democratic worldview. Prominent accusations include claims that these forces 

aim to drag Georgia into war, incite political revolution, and destroy traditions and values. In this 

confrontation, Georgian Dream positions itself as the guardian of faith and national identity. 

According to Georgian Dream, the “foreign power,” “global war party,” “deep state,” and “liberal 

fascism” oppose Christianity and national traditions in Georgia, imposing “anti-Christian” and 

“anti-national” policies. Party leaders equate the West and the EU with the Soviet Union, 

presenting Georgia as isolated and suggesting that national interests conflict with those of partner 

countries. 

Example Statements:  

Shalva Papuashvili, Speaker of the Georgian Dream Parliament, April 14: 

 “It is unfortunate that today we see even a small group of people who, under the 

artificial influence of globalist ideology, replace their homeland’s interests with foreign 

influence, treat the Georgian language as secondary, and disgrace the faith. Older 

generations carried the banner of language, homeland, and faith through the Soviet, 

atheist, and lawless era. Today, that very banner is under threat of being deceitfully 

and insidiously replaced by a foreign mentality, dressed in sheep’s clothing.” 

Sozar Subari, Deputy Speaker of the Georgian Dream Parliament, head of 

People’s Power Party, April 17: 

 

 “Today’s EU leadership is one of the sources and lobbyists of ultra-liberal madness 

that fundamentally opposes Christianity and other traditional religions. It opposes 

national traditions and states and has become a weapon for giant transnational 

corporations. If Europe loses its values and declares that EU membership means 

submission to LGBT dictatorship, then the Georgian people must decide for 

themselves—do they want such a Europe?” 

Zurab Kadagidze, member of the People’s Power, April 10: 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1E9V4RpG5g/
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/382306/sozar-subari-namdvilad-ar-maqvs-iseti-tsudi-tsarmodgena-qartvel-khalkhze-rom-mistvis-vizaliberalizatsia-upro-mnishvnelovani-ikos-vidre-im-antierovnul-da-antiqristianul-politikaze-uaris-tqma-romlis-tavsmokhvevasats-dip-steiti-tsdilobs
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/381185/zurab-qadagidze-evropis-sabchos-saparlamento-asambleaze-me-maqvs-mamuli-ena-sartsmunoeba--tqven-diip-steiti-da-liberaluri-pashizmi
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 “I am Georgian, therefore I am Georgian! I have a homeland—you have a federation! 

I am a nation—a state—you are the Soros syndicate! I have homeland, language, 

faith—you have the deep state and liberal fascism!” 

Guram Macharashvili, MP, People’s Power, April 9: 

 

 “If in Soviet times sovereignty was attacked by the Soviet government with tanks, 

today it is under attack by the EU bureaucracy with disinformation and the abolition 

of traditions.” 

 

1.2.1 April 9 – Attempt to Rewrite History, Political Manipulation, and Anti-

Western Rhetoric 

On April 9, Georgia marked the 36th anniversary of the April 9, 1989, massacre of pro-

independence demonstrators in Tbilisi by the Soviet Army, in which 21 people were killed and 

hundreds injured by poison gas used by Soviet troops. Up to 4,000 people were injured. 

On that day this year, Members of the recently established public movement For the Freedom of 

Prisoners of Conscience staged a 24-hour protest vigil at the April 9 Memorial in Tbilisi, which 

started on the evening of April 8. Demonstrators stated that one of the aims was to physically 

protect the April 9 memorial from Georgian Dream’s “Russian regime.”  

Georgian Dream described the civil protest as a provocation and an attempt to incite 

confrontation. “A small group is advocating for the imposition of foreign influence in our country, 

thereby undermining our sovereignty,” Nino Tsilosani, Vice-Speaker of the Georgian Dream 

Parliament, asserted. 

A key feature of Georgian Dream leaders’ April 9 statements was the conspicuous omission of 

the perpetrators - Soviet troops responsible for the 1989 massacre. The deadly crackdown by the 

Soviet occupation regime, which killed 21 peaceful protesters, was instead referred to as an act 

committed by a “foreign power.” - “April 9 is the day when a foreign power commits violence 

against our fellow citizens.”  

Georgian Dream Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze compared the 2025 protest vigil to the 1989 

events, again attributing the violence to a “foreign power”: “Today, on the 36th anniversary of 

the April 9 tragedy, a foreign power is once again committing violence on Rustaveli Avenue. It 

incites hatred and seeks to artificially divide Georgians and fight against the idea of freedom. But 

April 9 taught us that the ‘essence of the foreign power is short-lived’—love and freedom will 

prevail over hatred and servitude. Today, the foreign power tried to provoke violence, and when 

it failed, it resorted to violence itself. We will not give additional force to hatred, and we will shield 

our country from even minor provocations planned by foreign powers.”- This statement reflects 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1RkToMR5qz/
https://civil.ge/archives/673981
https://1tv.ge/lang/en/news/parliament-vice-speaker-tsilosani-reflects-on-sacrifices-of-april-9-amidst-foreign-influence/
https://1tv.ge/lang/en/news/parliament-vice-speaker-tsilosani-reflects-on-sacrifices-of-april-9-amidst-foreign-influence/
https://civil.ge/archives/673981
https://civil.ge/archives/673981
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Georgian Dream’s deliberate effort to falsify history and manipulate past events for present-day 

political purposes. 

Georgian Dream MP Nino Tsilosani also commented on the anniversary, mentioning ‘the people 

passed away on 9 April’, without referring to the Soviet Union or specifying what exactly 

happened on that day. 

Georgian Dream leaders also used anti-Western propaganda to discredit the April 9 protest by 

portraying opponents as “godless” and “rootless”, and blaming “donors.”  Parliamentary Speaker 

Shalva Papuashvili stated that ‘today on Rustaveli, [Soviet General Igor] Rodionov’s shovel-

wielding soldiers have been replaced by those waving foreign flags, rootless individuals who are 

trying to hack away at the idea of Georgia’s independence with the same ruthlessness’. 

Other Example statements:  

Davit Matikashvili, Chair of the Parliamentary Procedural Committee, April 9: 

 

“Then and now, things must be called by their names. Back then, it was Soviet tanks and 

special forces with shovels and batons—today it is the ‘Deep State,’ acting through 

traitorous and unpatriotic radicals [...] who seek to divide our country and attack its 

sovereignty. This is a foreign power. They invent stories to justify their immorality, 

godlessness, and lack of patriotism—as seen in their actions on Rustaveli today.” 

Konstantiye Zarnadze, Deputy Chair, Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia 

faction, Tbilisi City Assembly, April 9: 

 

 “I stand alone among these people, but I’m not afraid for a moment. These are godless 

individuals who denied me the right to approach the memorial.” 

 

1.2.2. EU Visa Liberalization 

On April 15, Radio Liberty reported that the European Union looks set to sharpen its visa 

suspension mechanism later this year, making it easier for Brussels to revoke visa-free travel for 

citizens of the 61 countries that currently enjoy it. Grounds for suspension may include “serious 

human rights violations” or “grave breaches of international law and standards.” This potential 

development sparked reactions from Georgian Dream leaders, who insisted that Georgia would 

not be affected, while also claiming that suspension of visa liberalization might be used by the EU 

as “blackmail” and by the “deep state” as a “tool of pressure.” The pro-government propaganda 

channel Imedi aired a dedicated segment describing EU visa liberalization as “an instrument of 

foreign control” and a “policy of blackmail from Brussels.” 

https://www.facebook.com/GDNinoTsilosani/posts/pfbid038DbZ9HWWAGeoEhz8WJtamxVgEzdzPDdQiQ94osxuLii5apEQZvj5eHCuzJXSu8Xhl
https://www.facebook.com/shpapuashvili/posts/1281330170665414?ref=embed_post
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/381040/davit-matikashvili-termin-utskhour-gare-dzalaze-sabchota-da-rusuli-saokupatsio-dzala-rom-iko-1989-tsels-da-rodionovis-tankebi-rom-daseirnobdnen-tbilisis-quchebshi-es-khom-paqtia-chven-rom-vtqvat-rom-ara-ase-ar-momkhdarao-vinme-daijerebs
https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/835247-konstantine-zarnaze-roca-mokalake-movdivar-da-minda-9-aprilis-memoriali-shevamko-qvavilebit-santeli-davanto-amis-uplebas-ar-mazleven-ipurtxebian-iginebian-atas-sibinzures-kadruloben-amaze-didi-sircxvili-araperia
https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-visa-suspension-mechanism-tightened-2025/33385948.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-visa-suspension-mechanism-tightened-2025/33385948.html
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/382167/giorgi-volski-savizo-liberalizatsiis-shecherebis-gamartivebaze--zemoqmedebistvis-skhvadaskhva-aspeqtit-sheetsdebian-gamoikenon-tu-msoplio-koniunqtura-am-periodshi-ar-sheitsvala
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/383322/rogor-iqtsa-vizaliberalizatsia-garedan-martvis-mtsdelobis-berketad--shantajis-politika-briuselidan-imedis-kviris-spetsialuri-reportaji
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/382306/sozar-subari-namdvilad-ar-maqvs-iseti-tsudi-tsarmodgena-qartvel-khalkhze-rom-mistvis-vizaliberalizatsia-upro-mnishvnelovani-ikos-vidre-im-antierovnul-da-antiqristianul-politikaze-uaris-tqma-romlis-tavsmokhvevasats-dip-steiti-tsdilobs
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/383322/rogor-iqtsa-vizaliberalizatsia-garedan-martvis-mtsdelobis-berketad--shantajis-politika-briuselidan-imedis-kviris-spetsialuri-reportaji
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/383322/rogor-iqtsa-vizaliberalizatsia-garedan-martvis-mtsdelobis-berketad--shantajis-politika-briuselidan-imedis-kviris-spetsialuri-reportaji
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Georgian Dream and its satellite parties used the potential suspension of visa liberalization to 

further disseminate anti-Western narratives, dismissing it as “a slap from a few MEPs” and 

portraying visa liberalization, a key public good, as fundamentally at odds with Georgia’s national 

sovereignty and interests. 

Sozar Subari, Deputy Speaker of Parliament, head of People’s Power, April 17:  

 

“Of course, the ‘deep state’ might use the suspension of visa liberalization as a means of 

coercion. If we are forced to choose between completely surrendering national 

sovereignty, returning the United National Movement and other agents to power, adopting 

LGBT-dictated legislation, or losing visa liberalization, then the choice is clear. I do not 

believe the Georgian people would value visa-free travel more than rejecting the anti-

national and anti-Christian policies being forced upon us by the deep state.” 

Kakha Kaladze, Mayor of Tbilisi, April 22: 

 

“Visa liberalization is not the main concern—Georgia’s national interest, independence, 

and sovereignty are. I am certain that every Georgian who loves their homeland and is a 

true patriot takes pride in the fact that no one dares to issue orders to the Georgian 

government anymore. The patronizing tone that persisted for years is no longer 

acceptable. This is what they [Western actors] are resisting—and why they are enraged.” 

Shalva Papuashvili, Speaker of the Georgian Dream Parliament, April 26: 

 

 “There is no threat to the Georgian people. Visa liberalization will not be revoked. This is 

merely a slap from a few European Parliament members angry at the Georgian public.” 

 

1.2.3. NGO Funding 

Georgian Dream continued to exploit the symbolic authority of the Orthodox Church to discredit 

the non-governmental sector. A central narrative in the party’s propaganda is that a “foreign 

external power” and “European funding” threaten Georgia’s sovereignty, the Georgian Orthodox 

Church, national traditions, and core values. NGOs are portrayed as instruments of “political 

intervention.” Without evidence, Georgian Dream leaders have claimed that funding from USAID, 

NED, and the EU has supported radicalism, fascism, terrorism, and anti-Church activities. 

Example statements:  

Shalva Papuashvili, Speaker of the Georgian Dream Parliament, April 10: 

https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/382306/sozar-subari-namdvilad-ar-maqvs-iseti-tsudi-tsarmodgena-qartvel-khalkhze-rom-mistvis-vizaliberalizatsia-upro-mnishvnelovani-ikos-vidre-im-antierovnul-da-antiqristianul-politikaze-uaris-tqma-romlis-tavsmokhvevasats-dip-steiti-tsdilobs
https://tabula.ge/ge/news/733967-kaladze-vizaliberalizatsia-ki-ara-sakartvelos?redir
https://www.bpn.ge/article/123754-vizaliberalizacia-ar-gaukmdeba-shalva-papuashvili/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/15DfTyGCGd/
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“It is unfortunate that hatred, violence, lies, disinformation, and propaganda have become 

associated with European funding… When fascism is not only left uncondemned but 

actually financed—along with terrorism, assault, hatred, propaganda, and 

disinformation—that is the responsibility of the donors. And all of this is being carried out 

by NGOs, encouraged by foreign external forces.” 

Shalva Papuashvili, Speaker of the Georgian Dream Parliament, April 4: 

 

“Everything we’ve said is now being repeated almost verbatim by the new U.S. 

administration. The conclusion is simple: U.S.–Georgia relations deteriorated precisely 

because organizations like USAID, NED, and various propaganda or money-wasting 

institutions were undermining democracy, stirring social divisions, attacking the Church, 

and tearing apart the social fabric by funding assaults on traditional values.” 

Irakli Kobakhidze, Georgian Dream Prime Minister, April 16: 

 

“We are hopeful that, just as in the U.S.—where there was a sharp shift away from 

previous practices in which USAID and NED funded revolutions, bloody conflicts, LGBT 

propaganda, and all sorts of misery—the same change will come here… At some point, 

European societies will grow tired of identity politics and LGBT propaganda. NGOs are 

instruments of political interference.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/380313/shalva-papuashvili-kvelapers-rasats-vambobdit-sitkvasitkvit-imeorebs-amerikis-akhali-administratsia--matgan-chven-movelit-stsori-daskvnebis-gamotanas-rats-avtomaturad-migvikvans-urtiertobebis-agdgenamde
https://rustavi2.ge/ka/video/85100?v=2
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2. Statements by Orthodox Clergy Condemning 

Violence and Supporting Protesters 

A positive trend continued during the reporting period: some clergy of the Georgian Orthodox 

Church remained openly critical of Georgian Dream’s anti-European course and propagandistic 

rhetoric. 

2.1. April 9: “One Who Refuses to Name the Enemy is Worse Than the 

Enemy!” 

Several Orthodox clergy members publicly responded to Georgian Dream Prime Minister Irakli 

Kobakhidze’s statement that “a foreign power committed violence against our fellow citizens” on 

April 9, and to his comparison of the civil protest on April 9, 2025, to the events of April 9, 1989—

both described by him as “violence by a foreign power.” The Orthodox clergy criticized the 

government’s pro-Russian course and emphasized that it is still the Kremlin committing violence 

against fellow citizens on Rustaveli Avenue. 

Zaza Ejibishvili, Archimandrite, April 9 (via Facebook): 

“One who refuses to name the enemy is worse than the enemy!” 

Ilia Jinjolava, Archimandrite, April 9 (via Facebook): 

 

“The system is distorted not only in structure, but primarily in its essence. It is flattering, 

covered in empty appearances, and does not hide its true, overtly Russian nature—

hostile, dominating, and permissive of evil. This system, despite its Georgian slogans and 

titles, poses a direct threat to national self-awareness and the spirit of freedom.” 

Tamaz Lomidze, Deacon, April 9 (via Facebook): 

 

“April 9 is the day when Russia committed violence against our fellow citizens. […] Today, 

36 years after the April 9 tragedy, Russia and the Kremlin are once again using violence 

on Rustaveli Avenue. Even now, Russia is spreading hatred on Rustaveli, trying to 

artificially divide Georgians and fighting against the idea of freedom.” 

Leon Gelovani, Priest, April 9 (via Facebook): 

 

“It is not some ‘foreign force’—it is Russia and only Russia that, for centuries, has been 

the source of evil, darkness, and all harm to Georgia. […] Even today, anyone who loves 

Russia, or knowingly or unknowingly serves its interests, is complicit in all the bloodshed 

that this evil has caused in our country.” 

Dorothe Kurashvili, Archimandrite, April 16: 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1NvRvQbJRy/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1MEbyCaUKB/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15n6QVNyac/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AC4onkdbW/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1FhfjgaNGg/
https://tabula.ge/ge/news/733673-mama-dorote-aris-gantsda-rom-khelisupleba-midis%20~
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“Everyone has the feeling that our government is moving toward Russia. But they don’t 

say it out loud, because they know going that way—toward Russia—is not right. They say, 

‘We are heading toward Europe,’ even though negotiations with the EU have been 

suspended. I believe the government will eventually have to admit: ‘We don’t want Europe; 

we want Russia.” 

Ilia Toloraia, Archimandrite of the Holy Trinity Cathedral, April 13: 

 

“Today, what’s astonishing is that in Georgia, it is considered an act of bravery to say that 

Russia is our enemy, that it started a war 200 years ago, and continues fighting us to this 

day. The fact that some try to avoid calling Russia an enemy, and instead make sly 

attempts to downplay it—that in itself is a tragedy.” 

Dorothe Kurashvili, Archimandrite, April 16: 

 

“As Orthodox Christians, we believe there is no such thing as ‘sovereign Orthodoxy.’ We 

may say ‘the Orthodox Church in Georgia,’ but for it to be Orthodox, it must also be 

recognized as such by other Orthodox churches. We are sovereign only in governance, 

not in doctrine. That’s exactly how democracy works, too.” 

 

2.2. Response to the Attempt to Undermine the Heroism of Giorgi 

Antsukhelidze2 

On April 11, in a broadcast on the Public Broadcaster, Tea Tsulukiani—Chair of the temporary 

parliamentary investigative commission on the United National Movement and Deputy Speaker 

of Parliament from Georgian Dream—stated that Georgia’s national hero, Giorgi Antsukhelidze, 

was “sacrificed for Saakashvili’s senseless PR campaign,” adding, “Every child needs a parent at 

home, not someone needlessly sacrificed for a PR stunt… I mean Saakashvili.” This statement, 

seen as an attempt to undermine Antsukhelidze’s heroism, drew critical responses from some 

Orthodox clergy. 

Leon Gelovani, Priest, April 12 (via Facebook): 

 

“Giorgi Antsukhelidze stood up against the enemy of our country and Christianity. He 

resisted evil and violence, sacrificed his life for others. Therefore, for him, death was 

not an end but a rebirth into eternal life. Those who now call his torture ‘senseless’ 

are preparing themselves for eternal death!” 

                                                
2 Giorgi Antsukhelidze served in the Fourth Infantry Brigade. During the August 2008 war, at the age of 23, he was 

captured and brutally tortured before being beaten to death by Ossetian separatists. 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BgXj35Vbu/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1NHvSDpuHY/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1FBZdaFDdK/
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Dorothe Kurasvili, Archimandrite, April 16: 

 

“What are they saying? That ‘Antsukhelidze was a senseless sacrifice’? What does 

that tell our soldiers? That if we call them to fight, they should first sit down and debate 

whether the enemy’s invasion is our fault? How was Antsukhelidze supposed to 

determine whether Russia’s invasion was Saakashvili’s fault or not? He knew one 

thing: that wars aren’t started in your own country. He never crossed into someone 

else’s territory—he stood on his own soil. What nation wouldn’t want Antsukhelidze 

as its son? What nation wouldn’t be proud of him? We, the people, are proud of him. 

But what is our government doing?” 

On April 20, Metropolitan Grigol Berbichashvili of Poti and Khobi published an Easter message 

on Facebook, where he reflected on several critical state, social, and religious issues—including 

the attempt to downplay Antsukhelidze’s heroism from a Christian perspective: 

“One of the main pillars of Orthodox Christianity in Georgia has always been the 

martyrdom of those who sacrificed their lives for Christ and their homeland—lives 

which are glorified by the Apostolic Church of Georgia. Therefore, any attempt to 

diminish or insult the contribution of such patriotic martyrs, or to fade the memory of 

their heroic lives, is absolutely unacceptable. Such actions confuse society and 

deeply frustrate a large portion of it. The martyrdom and sacrifices of those who gave 

their lives for their homeland are part of our nation’s and our Church’s great spiritual 

heritage—and our Church rightly glorifies them.” 

The Metropolitan stated that national interests are under threat, which also endangers “the historic 

mission of Christ’s Church in Georgia.” He emphasized that political radicalism, especially in 

countries like Russia, which disregard the rights and existence of small nations, contradicts 

Christian faith. He underlined that “Orthodox faith within Christ’s Church unites love for freedom 

and respect for the opinions of others.” Drawing on historical experience, he also spoke about the 

danger of appropriating and manipulating religious themes, and the harm caused to society and 

the Church when the religious sphere is politically occupied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tabula.ge/ge/news/733673-mama-dorote-aris-gantsda-rom-khelisupleba-midis
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AWkG8AoXs/
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3. Propagandistic and Anti-Western Statements by 

Some Orthodox Clergy 

Some clergy of the Georgian Orthodox Church continued to use their sermons and public 

addresses to support the government while also promoting rhetoric against civil society, human 

rights, and the European Union. 

Archbishop Iakob Iakobashvili of Bodbe 

In sermons delivered on April 7, 13, 19, and 27, Archbishop Iakob disseminated anti-Western 

messages and worked to discredit the opponents of Georgian Dream: 

Message: “The West interferes in Georgia’s internal affairs, no different from Russian 

aggression.” 

“Let’s look at the behavior of the European Parliament. They’ve invented a new 

term—‘the Russian European Parliament’—but what else is it? How is it any 

different from Russian aggression against us? […] Just like under Shah Abbas, 

like the way Persians treated us, or under Mongol rule, or any other conqueror. For 

more than 200 years, we’ve lived under the Russian yoke, and now these so-called 

Europeans won’t let us live in peace. What business do they have interfering with 

how we live? Do they really care? Why would they care? Speaking in the name of 

the Georgian people, who are you to speak for us? We are the Georgian nation!” 

 (Sermon, April 7) 

Message: “Those who speak badly about their country in foreign parliaments are traitors.” 

“Let’s not become traitors to our country. Today, those who go to foreign parliaments, 

speak with foreign governments, and slander their own country—what is the 

outcome? Sanctions, sanctions, and more sanctions. And who suffers? Your children 

do. The country stagnates. So, is this done for good or for evil? Ultimately, it leads 

only to evil.” 

Metropolitan Stephane Kalaijishvili of Tskhondidi, Tsageri, and Lentekhi 

In sermons on April 6, 9, 12, 16, and 22, Metropolitan Stephane continued echoing Georgian 

Dream’s rhetoric and spreading anti-Western messages: 

Anti-Western message: “The cancellation of EU visa liberalization is not a problem.” 

“They wag their fingers and say they’ll cancel visa liberalization. But visa liberalization 

should be earned toward the Kingdom [of Heaven]. You must follow the rules that get 

you there. If you can’t enter some foreign country, that’s no real problem.” (Sermon, 

April 22) 

https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/380679/meupe-iakobi-gadavkhedot-rogorts-iqtseva-tundats-evroparlamenti-ragats-sitkva-moigones-rusuli-evroparlamenti-magram-aba-skhva-ra-aris-rit-ganskhvavdeba-rusebis-agresiisgan-chvendami
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/381617/meupe-iakobi-moeshvas-utskhoeti-chvens-shida-saqmeebshi-charevas-nu-gavkhdebit-qveknis-gamkidvelebi-ramdeni-gamkidvelits-ar-unda-ipovon-chven-moverevit
https://imedinews.ge/ge/sazogadoeba/382457/meupe-iakobi-shevetsadot-rom-ar-gavkidot-qriste-ar-gavkidot-chveni-martlmadidebloba-arapris-gamo-arts-tanamdebobis-arts-pulis-gamo
https://imedinews.ge/ge/sazogadoeba/383296/meupe-iakobi-aris-saqartvelo-da-aris-meore-mkhare--isini-romlebits-saqartvelos-tsinaagmdeg-aqtebs-igeben-es-arts-megobrobis-aqtia-es-chemtvis-saqartvelos-tavisuplebis-tsinaagmdeg-migebuli-aqtia
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofChkondidi/videos/1163672095449077/
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofChkondidi/videos/1781417675757480/
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofChkondidi/videos/968384252025365/
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofChkondidi/videos/1046645694187502/
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofChkondidi/videos/1363455001558003/
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Message discrediting pro-European protests: “Demonstrators are paid people.” 

“It’s Passion Week, and some people are gathering crowds into the streets, telling 

them they’re fighting for truth. But that’s not the truth… Is EU membership the truth? 

A believer standing on the street instead of being in church during this week—I don’t 

understand. No one will win Georgia’s freedom like this. Those involved are paid 

people. We don’t want gay propaganda taught in schools, and we don’t want to be 

confused about who is what gender.” (Sermon, April 16) 

Attack on Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili and anti-EU rhetoric: 

“When someone uses the Gospel to justify crime—that’s a sin before God. These 

people are heretics. And once again, we hear these anti-Christian messages: ‘Let’s 

join the EU,’ they say. But look at what the EU tells us: ‘You passed the Family 

Protection Law? Repeal it!’ Now Dorothe tells us that if we want to join the West, we 

have to swallow all this. Must we drag the country into Sodom and Gomorrah? Is that 

Dorothe's idea of truth?” (Sermon, April 6) 

Bishop Spiridon Abuladze of the Skhalta Diocese  

In his sermon on April 13, Bishop Spiridon also spread anti-Western propaganda, 

describing the “collective West” as satanic: “I address those who speak lightly of the clergy, 

who film little TikToks mocking the Church. These people act on the orders of Satanists 

and are paid by the collective West. Because that’s how it works there—they’re doing the 

same to Ukraine, to Greece, and so on.”  (Sermon, April 13) 

 

 

 


