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Main Trends

During the reporting period, Georgian Dream and its satellites continued aggressive anti-Western
propaganda and hostile rhetoric against the European Union. In their narratives, Europe is portrayed
as a “foreign ideology,” a threat of “LGBT propaganda,” and the loss of state sovereignty. At the same
time, under the conspiratorial narrative of the “Deep State” and the “Global War Party,” the West is
depicted as united “oligarchic families” or a “global ideology,” whose aim is to drag Georgia into war,
discredit the Orthodox Church, destroy traditions and historical memory, and turn the country into an

“obedient colony.”

Part of the Orthodox clergy voiced and reinforced this anti-Western and anti-Georgian discourse,
referring to Europe as a “new Tower of Babel” and a source of “spiritual occupation,” while presenting

Russia as having the same Orthodox faith, thus an “inseparable” friend.

During the reporting period, repressions and discreditation campaigns against Georgian civil society
organizations continued. A pro-European Orthodox cleric, Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili, became

a target of attacks by propagandist media and certain Orthodox clergy.

A positive trend also persisted during the reporting period: a small number of clerics from the Georgian
Orthodox Church, as well as from other confessions, continued to respond critically to Georgian
Dreanr’s anti-democratic, anti-European course and propagandist rhetoric, and they voiced support for

political prisoners in public statements and sermons.

1. Propaganda against the European Union and Manipulation through Pseudo-

Religious Narratives

During the reporting period, Georgian Dream and affiliated actors continued an aggressive anti-
Western campaign, where the European Union and the West were presented as hostile forces against
Georgia’s sovereignty, religious identity, and national values. Political and propagandist messages
combined several main lines: the EU allegedly opposes Georgia’s national interests and exerts unfair
pressure on the state; it is a source of wars and chaos, fostering extremism; the “Deep State” and Euro-
bureaucracy are described as illegitimate powers whose goal is to subjugate Georgia; Georgian citizens
are supposedly faced with a choice — visa-free travel or the preservation of national sovereignty and
traditions; and European integration is equated with “LGBT propaganda” and the spread of “depravity.”
Such messages aim to deepen public mistrust towards the EU and discredit the perspective of European

integration.



The European Union Opposes National Values and Sovereignty

Summary: In Georgian Dream’s narrative, the EU is presented as a force imposing on Georgians a
“foreign, ugly ideology,” devoid of Christian values, hostile to traditions and sovereignty, imposing

“unjust demands” and exerting “pressure.”
Examples:

Irakli Kobakhidze, Georgian Dream prime minister, August 8: “As for gender and that ugly ideology that

Is spreading across Europe, bringing serious problems to Europe, ultimately, not following it is indeed
linked to people being persecuted. This is a complete catastrophe, and we must protect our country and
our society from it, which is why we adopted appropriate laws, including the law on family values and

the protection of minors'. Therefore, here we need to show firm positions and defend them.”

Mamuka Mdinaradze, Georgian Dream faction chairman, August 18: “It should also be emphasized that,
despite Georgia faithfully fulfilling its obligations and making progress in all areas, the deep state and
Euro-bureaucracy in reality impose completely different demands and criteria on Georgia — demands

harmful to our state interests, completely unacceptable and incompatible with Georgian identity.”

Mikheil Kavelashvili, Georgian Dream president, August 24: “...we must understand that if we do not

fully protect the national values and interests of the country, we will lose everything, since the very
cornerstone of modern Georgia is precisely the principles reflected in our Constitution! We well
remember that in recent years, under intensified pressure on our state, numerous unfair demands

harmfil to Georgia’s interests have emerged.”
The European Union as a Source of War and Chaos
Summary: The EU is portrayed not as a peacekeeper but as a promoter of war and extremism.

Shalva Papuashvili, Georgian Dream parliament chairman, August 20: “In today’s mad world, our main concern

Is that on the road toward the EU, we are not so damaged physically or spiritually that when entering the EU,
we will have nothing left to protect. [...] The propagandist campaign launched by the EU Delegation is only
proof'that they cannot or do not want to understand what the main concern of the Georgian people is, and
what it means to drag the Georgian state and people into a storm. Therefore, I will explain once more. If you
want to be a peace project: in the middle of war, you must not demand escalation with Russia from a frontline
country, which Brussels did; you must not finance extremism, which Brussels did; you must not interfere in
elections, which Brussels did; you must not slander a country, which Brussels did; you must not indecently
meddle in the millennia-old values of Georgians, which Brussels did.”

! This refers to the package of draft laws “On Family Values and the Protection of Minors,” adopted by the Parliament of Georgia on September
17, 2024. The discriminatory and homophobic legislation restricts the freedoms of assembly and expression, including access to information and
media freedom, as well as the rights to respect for private and family life, the right to health, and the freedom to work.
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Visa-Free Travel vs. Sovereignty

Summary: Georgian Dream’s narrative is based on a false dichotomy: as if Georgia must choose

between, on the one hand, visa-free travel, and on the other hand, preserving traditions/sovereignty.

Context: On July 15, regarding the discussion at the EU Foreign Affairs Council in Brussels about
reviewing the suspension of Georgia’s visa-free regime, Georgian Dream completely removed the
human rights context and responded with a propagandist narrative, according to which Georgian
citizens must choose between protecting state sovereignty, traditions, and faith, and visa-free travel in

Europe.

Despite the EU Ambassador, Pawet Herczyniski, stressing that to return to the European path it was
necessary to stop repressions, release unjustly imprisoned individuals, repeal repressive laws, and begin
open and credible dialogue to overcome the crisis, Georgian Dream general secretary and Tbilisi mayor
Kakha Kaladze stated: “..of course, responsibility lies with some spoiled European bureaucrats, whose
messages are absolutely based on lies and falsehood. This is the last weapon European bureaucrats have

in their hands against Georgia and the Georgian people.”

The propagandist false dichotomy of visa-free travel versus the loss of sovereignty was also voiced by

Dimitri Khundadze, a member of Georgian Dream satellite party People’s Power

“But if we are faced with such a choice [EU or LGBT propaganda’], of course, it is better to hold visas
in our hands than to replace our traditions and family values, and let LGBT propaganda become the

visiting card of the country; likewise, we must not replace transparency with opacity.”
The European Union as a Source of “LGBT Propaganda” and “Depravity”

Summary: Georgian Dream and its satellites again resort to propagandist reductionism, trying to reduce
EU requirements, which include human rights protection in general, fair legislation and judiciary, anti-
corruption measures, and a political environment free from repression to the sole issue of supporting
LGBTI rights.

Neutral Georgia, August 13: “..today’s Euro-bureaucracy, under the orders of the informal oligarchic
rulers behind them, has a strong desire to first completely make Georgia resemble the distorted model
established in EU member states — whether or not we are later accepted as a member is already
secondary... We ask a simple question: Does Georgian society wish to become a member of an alliance
whose main requirement is the legalization of same-sex marriage, the promotion of LGBT propaganda,
the surrender of sovereignty, and the erasure of Georgian identity? Clearly, our society has no desire to

become part of this chaos, depravity, and political and economic instability.”
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2. The “Deep State” and Global Conspiracy Narrative

During the reporting period, as in previous months, Georgian Dream and its affiliated propagandists
systematically developed the conspiratorial narrative of the “deep state” and the “global war party.”
This discourse is based on an anti-liberal and anti-democratic paradigm, which is widely established in

Russian propaganda.

According to the narrative, the West is referred to as united “oligarchic families” or a “global ideology,”
whose aim is to drag Georgia into war, discredit the Orthodox Church, destroy traditional upbringing
and historical memory, suppress national self-awareness, and turn the country into an “obedient
colony.” Against this backdrop, Georgian Dream positions itself as the sole defender of faith, traditions,

and nationality.

It should be noted that in the June reporting period, Georgian Dream propagandists, through political
and media platforms, described the “deep state” as “oligarchic families” of Jewish origin, whose goal
was the “degeneration” of European countries, including Georgia, in political, ethnic, religious, moral,

and economic terms?.

Among the spreaders of conspiratorial theories about the “deep state” are active propagandists Zaza
Shatirishvili and Davit Kartvelishvili. According to their statements, the so-called “oligarchic families”

stand behind ongoing wars in the world and all adverse events.

Zaza Shatirishvili, Georgian Dream propagandist, August 4: “Everywhere, including in the USA, they

reverse everything — in reality, they staged the fight against LGBT propaganda because the system
needed rebranding, and they also wanted to suppress the topic of the deep state, which had become quite
well known to the wider public. The deep state has never stopped, neither in the USA nor in Europe,
and it will not stop; on the contrary, it is strengthening LGBT propaganda. The best example of this is
Georgia, where Euro-bureaucracy shamelessly demanded the repeal of the law on family values and the
protection of minors®, so that LGBT propaganda could return... They will try even more powerfully and
ruthlessly to destroy such small countries as Georgia, where the concepts of homeland, religion, respect
for the past, and national identity still survive. But we must do what we must against this evil, protect
our country and identity, and the rest, as written in the main holy book, the Bible — everything is God’s
willl”

According to the August 10 statement of Davit Kartvelishvili, member of Georgian Dream satellite

party People’s Power, the work of the parliamentary investigative commission revealed that the tasks

«

of the “deep state” were “genocide of mentality,” “suppression of national self-awareness,” “genetic

2 See TDI’s 2025 June report: /tdi.ge/sites/default/files/freedom_of religion_or_belief equality and_secularity june2025.pdf

3 It refers to the package of draft laws “On the Protection of Family Values and Minors,” which was adopted by the Parliament of Georgia on 17
September 2024. The discriminatory and homophobic legislation restricts the right to freedom of assembly and freedom of expression, including
access to information and media freedom, the right to respect for private and family life, the right to health, and freedom of labor.



https://1tv.ge/news/zaza-shatirishvili-qartuli-ocneba-imdenad-modzlierebulia-masze-tavdaskhma-dghes-kontrproduqtiuli-iqneboda-swored-amitom-rcheba-akhali-administracia-dumilis-redjimshi/
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/397343/zaza-shatirishvili-dip-steitze-chven-chveni-gasaketebeli-unda-gavaketot-am-borotebis-tsinaagmdeg-davitsvat-chveni-qvekana-da-identoba-danarcheni-ki-rogorts-mtavar-sagmrto-tsignshi-bibliashi-tseria--kvelaperi-gvtis-nebaa
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/398130/davit-qartvelishvili-agvistos-omi-iko-saakashvilis-danashaulebrivi-rejimis-piki-da-sagamodziebo-komisiis-saboloo-angarishis-sakvandzo-tema
http://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/freedom_of_religion_or_belief_equality_and_secularity_june2025.pdf
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=29365

modification of generations,” and turning society into an “obedient biomass.” According to him, the
organizer was the “deep state.” At the same time, the executor was Georgian President Mikheil
Saakashvili, whose joint goal was the “discreditation of the Orthodox Church and its deliberate

weakening compared to other confessions.”

3. Propagandist Campaign Against an Orthodox Cleric

On August 6, Georgian Dream’s propagandist television channels, /medi and Post TV, launched a
campaign against Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili. Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili serves at the
Church of the Nativity of the Savior in Lower Bethlehem, Tbilisi. He is distinguished by his statements
in support of the pro-European movement and political prisoners. At the same time, from a Christian
perspective, he often criticizes Georgian Dream’s unconstitutional and anti-Western discourse and
policies. On August 4, he also traveled to Batumi to attend the court hearing on the announcement of

the verdict in support of Mzia Amaghlobeli, founder of Barumelebi and Netgazeti‘.

The television channel /medi published several discrediting texts about Dorothe Kurashvili, where
quotes from his sermons were taken out of context. /medi and Post TV referred to him as a “supporter

of radicals” and an “activist of the radical opposition.”

Georgian Dream propagandist Gia Abashidze also made a threatening comment about Dorothe
Kurashvili, hinting that due to political activism and “shameless statements,” several clerics had already

been “dealt with by the Patriarchate according to ecclesiastical law.”

For more details on the propagandist campaign conducted against Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili

by clerics, see Chapter 6.

4 The case of imprisoned journalist Mzia Amaghlobeli represents an example of the political justice pursued by the ruling Georgian Dream party
and of restrictions on media freedom. She was arrested under criminal charges on January 12. On August 6, Judge Nino Sakhelashvili of the Batumi
City Court sentenced Mzia Amglobeli to two years in prison. She had been charged under Article 353" of the Criminal Code, which refers to
assaulting a police officer and carries a penalty of four to seven years of imprisonment. Judge Sakhelashvili reclassified the charge under the less
severe Article 353, Part 1, which concerns resistance, threats, or violence against a public order officer and is punishable by a fine, restriction of
liberty for up to three years, or imprisonment for two to five years.The European Union strongly condemned this ruling and called on the authorities
to ensure Amaghlobeli’s immediate release. It is noteworthy that Amaghlobeli reported that after her arrest, senior police officer Irakli Dgebuadze
(whom she had slapped) subjected her to inhuman treatment inside the Batumi police building, in the presence of multiple officers. According to
her testimony, Dgebuadze spat in her face and denied her access to drinking water and the toilet. No investigation has been launched against
Dgebuadze.It should also be noted that Mzia Amaghlobeli is included on the shortlist for the 2025 Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize announced
by the selection committee, and she is among the laureates of the Free Media Award, named by the Norwegian Fritt Ord Foundation and the ZEIT
Stiftung Bucerius.
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4. Persecution of Georgian Non-Governmental Organizations

During the reporting period, Georgian Dream launched a new wave of repression against Georgian
non-governmental organizations. To illegally interfere in and control the internal autonomy of civil
society organizations, Georgian Dream created and began enforcing an unconstitutional and
undemocratic legislative framework. On August 11, 2025, six civil society organizations® received
another letter from the Anti-Corruption Bureau. This time, the Bureau accused the civil organizations
of violating the “Law on the Registration of Foreign Agents,” demanded an explanation for non-

registration, and threatened them with criminal liability.

Additionally, on August 27, at the request of the Georgian Prosecutor’s Office, the bank accounts of
seven non-governmental organizations were frozen®. The Prosecutor’s Office requested the seizure of
the accounts within the framework of an investigation into “sabotage.”” This investigation was
launched based on the appeal of Vato Shakarashvili, one of the leaders of Neutral Georgia. According
to the Prosecutor’s Office, the seizure was justified because, during the spring protests, these
organizations allegedly purchased special gas masks, protective goggles, face masks, pepper spray, and
other items for protesters, and also assisted fined individuals in paying fines as well as supported

detained persons and their families.

In parallel with taking punitive steps against civil society organizations resembling those of the Russian
government, Georgian Dream continued its discreditation of the NGO sector, once again

manipulatively using the name of the Orthodox Church.

In Georgian Dreamr’s narrative, NGOs are portrayed as “agents of external forces” and “branches of the
United National Movement,” serving the West and the “deep state.” Against this backdrop, the
Orthodox Church is presented as the institution defending “fundamental values,” allegedly under
deliberate attack from NGOs and the political opposition.

Examples:

Shalva Papuashvili, Georgian Dream parliament chairman, August 3: “After the letter from the European

Commission, where they demanded the repeal of the law on family values, there was a statement from
the Georgian Orthodox Church, which addressed exactly these issues. They said that each time the
Church had received assurances from EU representatives that there would be no demands on the path

of EU integration that contradict those traditional values on which Europe stands. After this statement,

3 Civil Society Foundation, Sapari, Transparency International — Georgia, International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED), Social
Justice Center, Media Development Foundation (MDF)

¢ Civil Society Foundation, International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED), Institute for Development of Freedom of Information
(IDFI), Democracy Defenders, Sapari, and Social Justice Center

7 According to the Prosecutor’s Office, the seizure took place within the framework of a criminal investigation on charges of sabotage, attempted
sabotage under aggravating circumstances (Article 318), aiding hostile activities for a foreign organization and for an organization under foreign
control (Article 319), and mobilizing funds for activities directed against Georgia’s constitutional order and the foundations of national security
(Article 321").
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their own NGOs attacked the Patriarchate of Georgia®, claiming that no one was demanding anything.
Now we hear again that the Swedish prime minister is making such demands. What is the problem here?
Let the Swedish ambassador explain whether or not this is a criterion of the Swedish government,
whether allowing same-sex marriage is a criterion for the Swedish state when making decisions

regarding candidate countries.”

Levan Machavariani, deputy chairman of the Georgian Dream parliamentary faction, August 15:

“About 400 NGOs have registered in the Transparency Register, those that have nothing to hide.
However, unfortunately, there are such NGOs that we call so-called rich NGOs — Ms. Gigauri, Lomjaria,
Makarashvili, Pataraia, etc., who only cause harm to the country. They fully serve their foreign masters.
The line between them and the collective United National Movement is erased — they represent a
division of that party. Looking back over the years at their activities: staging and participating in
revolutionary scenarios, imposing propaganda contrary to our identity, insulting the Church, and then,
If Faster coincided, standing at rallies with candles in hand, chanting alongside those very NGO

representatives who for years have been engaged in Insulting the Patriarch.”

5. Anti-Western Propaganda by Orthodox Clergy

During the reporting period, some Orthodox clerics, in their sermons and public statements, continued
rhetoric in support of the Georgian Dream government and against civil society, human rights, and the

European Union.

The sermons of Archbishop lakob lakobashvili of Bodbe, delivered on August 19 and 28, were based
on anti-Western messages and the discreditation of Europe. The following thematic messages were

central in his sermons:
Russia occupies territory, while Europe conducts “spiritual occupation.”

“...On one hand, 20% of our territory is taken by Russian occupation, and on the other hand, spiritual
occupation is underway. I defend God’s and Georgia’s interests — what should I do, betray God'’s
commandments? Should I deny family values, so that children are not taught anything bad? If they
defend making us into something else through a new religion, we do not accept a new religion; we are

Christians. They attack us, they attack us, but no one can do anything to us.”

Europe “is no different from Russia” — it takes away visas instead of territories, and demands betrayal

of God by abolishing family values.

8 In the context of the discrediting of the European Union, regarding Shalva Papuashvili’s attack on the Social Justice Center and the Tolerance
and Diversity Institute, see the July 2025 monitoring report,
https://tdi.ge/sites/default/files/freedom_of religion or belief equality_and secularity july 2025.pdf, p.8
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‘... What alternative do we have?! We were heading toward NATO and Europe, as declared even in the
Constitution, and what do we get in return? If Russia threatens us with territory, the European Union
says it will take away our visas and complicate the process of leaving. There — land; here — visa-free
travel. Let everyone know well: we will not give up our land, and we will definitely regain it. If they tell
you visas are in exchange for family values, what is that worth?! We want the good of our nation, but

not at the cost of betraying God. We are not afraid of Russia, and not of you either.”

Bishop Spiridon Abuladze of the Skhalta Diocese also spread anti-Western statements during sermons

on August 1. On August 10, during the folk festival “Shuamtaoba” on Mount Ghoma, Bishop Spiridon
repeated Georgian Dream’s propaganda. He thanked Georgian Dream representatives and oligarch
Bidzina Ivanishvili for “standing guard over traditions and the sanctity of family.” On August 1, in his
sermon, Bishop Spiridon repeated disinformation narratives that the European Union imposes “LGBT

propaganda,” while Russia and Georgia have the same faith and are inseparable nations.
The European Union is the new Tower of Babel.

Visa-free travel is conditioned on the legalization of “same-sex marriage” and “gender reassignment

surgeries.”

“We must pray that the Antichrist will not establish his throne in Georgia, that the depravity, the
distortion, the perversity coming from this so-called European Union, this new Tower of Babel, will not
prevail. You know their symbol is the Tower of Babel, their official logo. The Tower of Babel was the
gathering place of God’s enemies, of Christ’s enemies. What will the EU give us? The EU tells us today
that unless you accept LGBT, same-sex marriage, and gender reassignment operations, then you will lose
visa-free travel. What do I need such visa-free travel for, such depravity, if our people are corrupted and

perverted?”
Russian disinformation about the Ukrainian state: Ukraine and Russia are one state.

“Now those who are fighting to separate Russia and the so-called Ukraine... That is not Ukraine, it is
ordinary Russia. Ukraine is a term of the second half of the 19th century. Before then, there was

absolutely no difference.”
Georgia and Russia — two inseparable Orthodox nations.

[Saint Seraphim the Great] has a famous saying: before the Second Coming of Christ, the Eucharistic
wine will come to Russia from Iveria. And truly, it is a wonder: red wine goes from us to them, and from
them to us comes bread. And what is needed for the liturgy? Bread and wine. From them comes wheat,
that is bread; from us goes wine. Bread and wine are needed for the liturgy. Therefore, these two nations,
Orthodox nations, are inseparable. They must help each other, stand beside each other, and strengthen

each other. We must remember this. History has proven it, and it will always be so.”
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6. Propagandist Campaign by Orthodox Clergy Against Archimandrite Dorothe

Kurashvili

Orthodox clerics who support and spread Georgian Dream’s propaganda also joined the discreditation
campaign against Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili, launched by Georgian Dream’s propagandist

television channels.

On August 22, the Facebook page of the Chkondidi Diocese published a fragment of a sermon from
April 6 by Metropolitan Stephane Kalaijishvili of Chkondidi, Tsageri, and Lentekhi, under the title
“Exposing the Heresy of Dorothe Kurashvili” In the sermon, Stephane Kalaijishvili reads an excerpt
from Dorothe Kurashvili’s sermon of April 3, where the archimandrite speaks about “stubbornness in
falsehood.” Kalaijishvili levels various accusations against Dorothe Kurashvili: “Thar he is an
archimandrite at all is already surprising”; “What Dorothe says is enmity against the Church, enmity
against children, enmity against the country”; “foolish calls’; and “in the name of Christ’s Church, he

speaks in a direction against Christ.”

The Metropolitan disapproves of Dorothe Kurashvili’s support for pro-European rallies, is convinced
that the European Union deprives Georgia of its dignity, and claims that the people standing on
Rustaveli Avenue are doing so to seize power. If they succeed, they will “slaughter the youth,”
something which, according to him, even the current government could do but refrains from, only
asking parents to listen. Stephane Kalaijishvili called on Father Dorothe to repent, otherwise

threatening to appeal to the Synod of the Orthodox Church for ecclesiastical trial®.

“Now let us look deeper. We said we want to go to the European Union, fine, let’s say we want it —
what'’s the problem? But what does the European Union tell us? The law on the protection of the family
you adopted must be repealed. And what does that law say? That a child must not be made transgender,
that schools must not encourage children to become confused, to face problems regarding their sex, not
knowing which sex they belong to... The propaganda of evil brings in all this. Now Dorothe tells me
that since we want the West, we must swallow all of this... He tells us that Sodom and Gomorrah, which
the Lord destroyed from the face of the earth, is the truth — because those who stand in the street stand

on this ‘truth’”

He also spread a Georgian Dream-aligned disinformation narrative about the 2008 Russia—Georgia war,

calling the fallen heroes “cannon fodder.”

“They even bring up [Giorgi] Antsukhelidze, as if Antsukhelidze was destined so that gay parades could
be held in Georgia... As if Antsukhelidze fought for this, and so did other soldiers who were sacrificed

as cannon fodder — sacrificed by those who now manipulate the square to seize power. Is this the truth,

% Stephane Kalaijishvili, known for his homophobic and anti-Western views, is the Bishop of Tsageri and Lentekhi and, since 202, after the
Patriarchate removed the former head of the diocese, Petre Tsaava, he has also been in charge of the Chkondidi Diocese. After his arrival in
Chkondidi, he reassigned about ten clerics to different monasteries or stripped them of their right to serve.
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Dorothe? Are you on their side so that they may seize power and so you can ruin these young people

with your foolish calls?”

Priest Aleksandre Galdava also commented on Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili, stating in response

to his sermons:

“A political review from the pulpit every week is disgusting and has nothing to do with the Gospel feast.
The pulpit is not Akubardia’s TV studio... The Gospel is not written to expose and condemn your

neighbor’s sins, but is written for you personally, so that you may find your path in Christ.”

7. Statements by Clergy on Political Repressions and Intolerance

A positive trend also persisted during the reporting period: a small number of Orthodox clerics
continued to respond critically to Georgian Dreanr’s anti-democratic, anti-European course and

propagandist statements.

7.1. Statements on Georgian Dream’s Propagandist Politics, Repressions, and Prisoners

Since November 28, 2024, pro-European rallies have continued in Tbilisi and other cities, demanding
new parliamentary elections and the release of political prisoners. Police detained about 500 people,
including nearly 50 under criminal charges. However, since the beginning of investigations up to now
(August 2025), not a single law enforcement officer who used violence against demonstrators, including

journalists, has been identified or punished.

In this context, a small number of clerics publicly oppose Georgian Dreanr’s propaganda and call on

society to stand on the side of truth.
Their main messages are:
- The search for truth is a Christian duty

Government propaganda and the myths of the “deep state” are described as lies that society must

resist.

Dorothe Kurashvili, Archimandrite, August 10: “In times of trial, in the hardship that has befallen

our nation and us, we must see that the Savior walks here, that truth walks here. Today in Georgia, truth
Is everywhere; it walks on every street. We must strive to reach the truth and not be afraid; otherwise,

we will sink. We must not fear — that is the most important thing. Whoever seeks truth must not fear
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the wind or the enemy. Then the Lord will be with us. [... ] People who do not seek truth, who are called
propagandists, will cut any word and release it on television the way they want. They have an agenda.
These people do not seek truth and will never become a temple of truth, a temple of God. Then whose
temple are they? The temple of lies, of the devil. In the literal sense, the devil dwells in those who deceive

people, who deceive the nation, and create imaginary dangers — deep states, war parties. They are liars.”
- (Call for an active stance against injustice

Clerics call on other clergy and society to raise their voices when young people are beaten in the streets

and unjustly imprisoned.

Dorothe Kurashvili, Archimandrite, August 28: “Now our country needs support. Now we are all men
who can say a single word — how can you hide here?! Otherwise, when everything calms down, then
preaching... I can do theology, I can preach from the Gospel as well as anyone, don'’t take this as self-
praise, but I cannot speak of other things and forget these people. I cannot talk loftily and ignore that
children are being beaten in the streets. How do they manage that?! I am very surprised. I know many
clergy, and I don’t think it is only me; there are many who think, who are on the bright side. And what
are they aftraid of? What has frightened them? — I do not understand. I want to tell them, as long as

manhood has value, raise your voices for Georgia. Today, Georgia needs us.”
- Christian faith opposes oppression and abuse of power.

Zakaria Peradze, Priest, August 31: “..Grigol Peradze ended his earthly life in a concentration camp,
but his spiritual light still shines brightly for us. He calls us to understand that Christian faith is not
submission in the face of injustice but spiritual heroism, which triumphs with love and truth. ‘The
Orthodox Church must not serve power or oppression, but only God and the salvation of humanity.” —
On this day of the birth of Holy Martyr Grigol Peradze, let us remember: we too are called to stand on
the side of truth, to walk the path of God’s love, and never fear the way of the cross.”

- Recalling historical examples of European solidarity.

It is emphasized that historically, European religious leaders defended Georgian clerics from

persecution.

Ilia Toloraia, Archimandrite, August 27: “If we look back at history, we will see how people of different
European religious confessions defended our hierarchs, our Church. When Bishop Kirion was
persecuted, Georges Loran, chairman of the Committee for the Protection of Human Rights, wrote from
Brussels to Russia demanding protection for Kirion from persecution and oppression. ... Therefore, think
more, read more, broaden your perspective, study Christ and Orthodoxy more deeply. Any person of
any confession must raise their voice against the injustice happening in the country. All representatives
of religions are obliged to defend our children, who are mercilessly beaten in the streets, unjustly

Imprisoned, and punished.”
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- Exposing propaganda.

Dorothe Kurashvili, Archimandrite, August 10: “..Look at the global events happening in the world,

and these people here chase after children, arresting them in the streets. Politics is public relations, yet
our country has cut itself off from the global community. That means these people are not politicians,
not saviors of the country, but they create imaginary threats, propaganda, and themselves become
victims of this propaganda. They broadcast it on television and then believe it themselves. They are the
ones who are scared, and they frighten the people. This is their ultimate shame, their ultimate madness.
Soon they will start speaking of revelations, saying this was revealed to me, that was revealed to me,
because there are only two paths — toward God or toward evil. And they have chosen evil, along with
their propagandists, and have become temples of the devil. They distort words, cut and sew them as they
wish. All this is sad and offensive, but they will reap the evil fruit themselves. Not a trace of truth remains

in them.”

7.2. Statements on the Judicial System, Judges, and Law-Enforcement Agencies

During the reporting period, the court cases of some prisoners of conscience moved into their final
stage, where courts are handing down final verdicts. Due to the unlawful decisions of judges and law-
enforcement bodies during the process, and political justice more generally, law-enforcement
institutions and the judiciary came under public scrutiny. Some clerics expressed support for prisoners

of conscience.
Konstantine Paichadze, priest, August 6: “In Georgia, a prisoner is freer than a judge.”

Giorgi Tserodze, priest, August 3: “We should not be surprised when a person is not satisfied with, does
not agree to, limited, incomplete freedom or partial good. Everyone who fights steadfastly for justice
(justice as a necessary precondition of love) reminds the rest of us of our divine dignity, which is only
absolute freedom and complete good! Thilisi City Court / Thilisi City Court, Supreme Court of Georgia,
The Prosecution Service of Georgia. Freedom for Mzia Amaghlobeli! For Nino Datashvili’ and for

everyone whom you have imprisoned in recent years for fighting for freedom, goodness, and justice.”

Leon Gelovani, priest, August 2: “The illegal detainee of the regime, Nino Datashvili, was forcibly
transferred to a psychiatric institution... This decision is directed not only against the regime’s prisoners,

but also against those working in the fields of medicine and mental health. ...It is well known how

190n June 21, the court imposed pre-trial detention on Nino Datashvili as a preventive measure. She was arrested on charges of assaulting a court
martial while he was performing his official duties. The relevant article of the Criminal Code provides for a prison sentence of four to seven years
The footage shows several court marshals forcibly escorting Datashvili out of the court building, during which she falls to the ground. According
to Datashvili, she sustained bodily injuries at that time. According to Partnership for Human Rights (PHR), the court also granted permission for
Nino Datashvili’s involuntary transfer to a psychiatric institution. The Prosecutor’s Office groundlessly requested a psychiatric evaluation of her
mental capacity, while Nino Datashvili herself was not allowed to participate in the proceedings. PHR stated that placing Nino Datashvili in a
psychiatric facility without any justification aims at discrediting her, and under the European Convention on Human Rights, such treatment is
considered torture.
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terribly the Soviet Union used psychiatry to torture people. The Russian state continues this practice
today. Every representative of medicine and mental health who participates even minimally in this
harmfulness will dishonor not only their own dignity but the entire profession and other conscientious
professionals working in this field; it may take years to remove this horrible stain. As a Christian priest
and also a psychologist, I call on all professionals whom the state is using for this harmfulness: do not do
that work which will bring you humiliation and the destruction of your professional career in this life,

and after death, deserved eternal torment.”

Ilia Jinjolava, archimandrite, August 1: “The voice of conscience is punished when truth is no longer
heard. Many times we have recalled conscience as a spiritual legislator and an inner court that neither
power, nor threats, nor hatred can stop. Mzia Amaghlobeli is not just a journalist. She is a person who
chose not to remain silent when speech was equal to danger. And today, because of this word, she is in
captivity. This is precisely [Mzia’s and many other young people’s] imprisonment of conscience. And
where conscience is not free, society is not free either. We are not demanding anything excessive or
mercy. We demand the only thing that remains the boundary of human value — freedom of conscience.

Freedom for Mzia.”

7.3. Response to Disinformation Narratives about the Russia—Georgia War

On August 7-8, 2025, on the 17th anniversary of the start of the 2008 Russia—Georgia war, Georgian
Dream actively spread disinformation messages identical to those of the Russian Federation.
Government representatives blamed Georgia for starting the war, which directly aligns with Kremlin
narratives. These messages aimed to accuse the then-government and the United National Movement,

placing responsibility on them.

According to the August 7 statement of Georgian Dream prime minister Irakli Kobakhidze,
‘Saakashvili'’s regime started the war by external order, by the order of the deep state; ask Trump who
the deep state is.” In his August 8 statement, he accused the United National Movement government
of treason, claiming it acted not according to its own “national interests” but under the “dictation of
external forces.” In this disinformation narrative, it is precisely the Georgian Dream government that

is the defender of “peace” and “national interests” in the country.

The founder and honorary chairman of Georgian Dream, oligarch Bidzina Ivanishvili, also leveled the
accusation about starting the war. Before the 2024 parliamentary elections, he accused the United
National Movement of beginning the war with Russia and even set a condition for an apology: “We
will certainly find the strength within ourselves to apologize for the fact that, according to orders, the

treacherous United National Movement in 2008 engulfed our Ossetian sisters and brothers in flames.”

Some Orthodox clerics expressed positions critical of and opposing Georgian Dreanr’s propaganda

regarding the Russia—Georgia war and Russia’s aggression.
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Metropolitan Grigol Berbichashvili of the Poti and Khobi Diocese, on August 8, at a memorial service
for our compatriots who fell in the 2008 Russia—Georgia war, spoke both about Russia starting the war
in 2008 and about its severe consequences for the people of Georgia. He also emphasized that the
Kremlin’s ‘spirit is that of a conqueror; the imperial axis of its main policy is conquest and exerting
Influence over the rest of the world... "However, according to the Metropolitan, throughout its history,

Georgia has never ‘reconciled itself to a situation in which it was humiliated and deprived of rights.”

“In 2008, we became victims of military aggression carried out by Russia, when its regular units entered
the territory of Georgia and very heavy battles took place; both service members, who are called to stand
guard over the welfare, independence, and peace of the homeland, were killed, and civilians also died...
Today we stand here in the church and remember that several-day war, which is the expression of a long
war in which Georgia has been engaged, during which our people, our ancestors, defended their identity,
their children, their fiuture, the right to independent development and freedom of choice. So it is today,

and so it will be in the futrure as well...”

Irineos Shengelia, hieromonk, August 7: “Seventeen years have passed since our national, cultural,
ecclesiastical, and state enemy once again and sharply reminded us that it is an enemy, but our enemy
forgets that the formula of our strength and unity becomes manifest precisely when our nation, culture,

Church, and state are under threat! Glory to Georgial Glory to the heroes.”

Giorgi Ghibradze, priest, August 7: “May the Lord place among the saints those who fell for the

homeland. May He also place among the saints those who fell in Ukraine against Russia’s aggression.
Freedom for prisoners of conscience! And the Russian state and the so-called Russian Orthodox Church

are occupiers, aggressors, abusers, murderers, terrorists, and predators! May God save our nation and

homeland!”

Gabriel Ghurtskaia, archimandrite, August 8: “Seventeen years since the August 2008 Russia—Georgia
war... The occupation continues... Russia is an occupier. Anyone who carries out Russia’s policy in
Georgia, or justifies and assists the regime implementing Russian policy, Is a traitor and an enemy of

Georgia. Glory to the heroes!!l”

7.4. Statements in Support of Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili

During the reporting period, Georgian Dreanr’s propagandist TV channels launched a discreditation
campaign against Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili. Clerics who support and disseminate Georgian
Dreanr’s propaganda also joined the campaign. In contrast, some clerics expressed support for Dorothe

Kurashvili.

Leon Gelovani, priest, August 26: “..It is precisely Archimandrite Dorothe who shines as light in the
darkness today. A light which the evil darkness will never overcome, a light which we, the children of
the Church, must cherish; for as Christ tells us: ... Thank you to Arqimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili for
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the righteous word he speaks today with dignity and fearlessness, thank you for the light he radiates!
Those who love the Iight are obliged not to allow it to be hidden, but to place their words upon the
lampstand to enlighten many more.”

Giorgi Tserodze, priest, August 26: “We have heard many accurate assessments and righteous words from
Argimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili; I share his views. That violence, injustice, and inequality are
unacceptable in a modern developing society. That is a form-prioritizing Christianity which walks the
ruinous path of neglecting substance, kills a person not only spiritually but physically as well... I will
separately repeat once again that nothing threatens Christ’s path in Western culture. On the contrary,

]

European development is most needed and it is becoming our kin...”

Ilia Toloraia, archimandrite, August 26: “.. Twenty-three years ago, on the day I entered the monastery,
when I was still a novice, Father Dorothe gifted me a Gospel — bound in a leather cover by his own
hand, with this inscription... Thank you, Father; today you gave me the happiest birthday. I am proud
of you. As for your enemies, I will say: when a wave strikes a rock, the wave breaks, and this is precisely

the fate of those who fight against Father Dorothe’s truth.”

Ilia Toloraia, archimandrite, August 24: “Those who revile Europe are friends of Moscow. Some clerics

who praise Russia have been disturbed by Father Dorothe’s righteous word.”

Ilia Jinjolava, archimandrite, August 23: “My support and solidarity to Archimandrite Dorothe
Kurashvili. Some fools, with a staged performance, pretending to be frightened and silenced, can do
nothing to dignified people, to priests of Christ. Truth is not measured by quantity, but we are not that
few either. Colleagues, let us be in solidarity with sound thinking!”

Shio Kvaratskhelia, archimandrite, August 28: “My support to Father Dorothe. Whoever convicts

innocent young people is convicting the future of Georgia.”

Zaza Tevzadze, priest, August 26: “Indeed! Heartfelt thanks and solidarity to everyone who fights for the
sake of truth/l!”

Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili, on August 25, thanked everyone for their support in a Facebook

post:

“Thank you to everyone who fights for the sake of truth. Thank you to everyone who fights for the
freedom and independence of Georgia. And thank you to everyone who expressed support. I want to tell
you that as you stand by me, I also stand by you, together with my and your Christ. And all of us together,
who are on the bright side, stand guard over Georgia, not only today’s Georgia, but Georgia of the past,
present, and future. Unite, grow stronger, and defend our glorious Georgia. Thank you for being so wise
and fearless. Through you, I have discovered Georgia’s unbending spirit, and I have never, never, never
been so happy. Georgia is alive. Glory to Georgia! Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the heroic peoples of

Georgia and Ukraine! We are victorious.”
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7.5. Statements by Clergy of Other Confessions

The bishop of the Evangelical-Baptist Church, Rusudan Gotsiridze, responded in a Facebook post to
the seizure carried out by Georgian Dream to interfere with and halt the activities of Georgian non-
governmental organizations, expressing her support for the organizations whose accounts were frozen.

She also actively posts on Facebook in support of “political prisoners.”

Pastor Zaal Tkeshelashvili of the Evangelist Church, on August 3, published a Facebook post in support
of Nino Datashvili, a teacher, activist, and political prisoner, calling for her release. On August 26, in
another Facebook post, he expressed support for Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili:

“The courageous and public stance of Archimandrite Dorothe Kurashvili is commendable. His firm
stand at the guard of justice is exemplary for modern society. He has my support and solidarity on this

narrow path.”
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